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Welcome to our November issue of SITREP, meticulously put together
by Russell!

| feel like | say this each and every issue, but wow it's been a busy
period for our Sub Branch and gee, we punch well above our weight
when it comes to landing the big guests too!

| will start with our annual Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Day
services. | would like to extend my personal thanks to each and every
volunteer who gave up their time to make up badge trays, distribute
and collect them across 22 sites, giving time to man our stall across
the five different sites, doing the "bean counting process" at the end of the appeal, it is all critically
important to everything we do, so thank you all for making our 2024 Poppy Appeal a huge success,
especially to some of our new faces and members noigommittee members too. Andy, our very
astute figures man will provide us with the final numbers at some stage during December after Head
Office have completed all of their auditing.

Remembrance Day services always place a big strain on our resources, because we can receive up to
seven requests to attend services across all of the schools as well as retirement and aged care
facilities. This year we sent four representatives out to three different schools and the feedback



received was amazing. Then there was our main service at the RSL which was attended by a greater
than expected crowd, with representatives from most community groups also attending. It was an
absolute honour to have the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. Richard Marles MP as our guest speaker
for this service and also to have Ella George MP attend and lay a wreath. | am happy to share with you
all that Richard's attendance was at the request of his office, not because we asked them, HE

Branch for the third time in 18 months is phenomenal!

Our Thank You For Your Service day was well attended by our members, but it was most exciting to
see us finally have some emergency service vehicles and crews in attendance, as well as the team
from 8/7 RVR. We have already taken onboard some feedback about how we can make this event
even better in 2026, so we will certainly include this in our planning.

| am also very pleased to see other activities happening around the Sub Branch like our ladies
afternoon, our karaoke night, the Bendigo bus trip etc. All of these things take a lot of planning to pull
them off, but for me, they are at the heart of what we do because they encourage the social
interactions that we all know are critical to our own physical and mental health, so please, keep the
event ideas coming through and we will do what we can to make them happen. This brings me to our
upcoming Christmas Party. | know that Jackie and Fiona are hard at work putting this one together for
us all to enjoy, so | encourage you all to please, RSVP to the ladies and come along, because |
promise you that these two are making some magic happenrAs you will read later on in the

newsletter, there is also some very exciting news coming early in the new year, but | will hold off on
sharing that just yet, maybe | might blurt it out at the Christmas Party, but you won't know if you aren't
there!!!l

Once again, this year we will be putting up a Christmas Tree in the foyer of the Sub Branch whereby
we ask that people donate norperishable food items so that we can gift these to a family in need just
prior to Christmas. | know that our donations last year were very well received, so | hope that together
we can put a smile on the faces of another family doing it tough, just when it counts.

In closing, | would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our members and guests for their
continued support of our Sub Branch over the 2024 year. The Sub Branch is growing at a very healthy
rate which is an absolute credit to those of you who turn up regularly, with a positive outlook,
constantly wanting to have a great time. The word from Head Office is that we are in the top 4 Sub
Branches across the state because of our approach to our core fundamentals, our light hearted and
positive members, and the work that is done to ensure those members who have relatives who have
served are properly recognised as Affiliate Members, which is why we keep getting the positive
attention from ANZAC House! We are also starting to think about making our walls from elastic so
that we can fit everyone in, but my goodness, it's a great problem to have!

Looking at the calendar, we will continue to be open each Friday night over the Christmas / New Year
period, so if you aren't away over the holiday period, please know that we will still be business as
usual at the Sub Branch!

On behalf of my family and I, we would like to wish you all a safe and merry Christmas. We know that
the holiday season can be tough for some, so please, if you are strugglingjust need a chat, please
use the Committee contact numbers contained in this newsletter and reach out to one of us. We are
always available if anyone needs a coffee, an ear, or a beer!

Yours Aye,
Marcus McEwen
President
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Sashi Vagadia

SERGEANT, PUBLIC ORDER RESPONSE TEAM
(Paid Employee)

VICTORIA POLICE

Sashi Vagadia serves as a Sergeant in the Public Order Response Team
within Victoria Police, overseeing operations and supporting team members
across the state.

With a background in the UK Metropolitan Police as a Detective Inspector, Sashi joined Victoria
Police in 2017, bringing with him a commitment to community service and mental health advocacy.
He established the 'Baton Challenge' initiative at the Victoria Police Academy, raising over $10,000
for Victoria Police Legacy (VPL) and enhancing awareness among recruis.

Sashi volunteers extensively, notably organising the Lara RSL 24hr 96km Kokoda Memorial
Challenge, raising $50,000 for Soldier On and increasing RSL membership significantly. He also
supports the VPL Children’s Retreat and serves s an Ambassador for VPL. Sashi's dedication extends
to promoting mental health and wellbeing within the police force, fostering'a sypportivé
environment through initiatives like ‘Canines & Coffee" with Police Veterans Victoria. His sglﬂess
contributions exemplify his commitment to community, mentorship, and leadership in Victoria
Police.
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